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In 2018, Brad on the Bus was borne of vision, strategy and
tactics — the nuts and bolts of any well-run transit system

or social media campaign. Our objective was threefold: to
humanize CATA's brand beyond big machines on wheels rolling
down the corridors of the capital city; to artistically represent
the diverse personalities and passions of CATA's workforce;
and to introduce CATA's newly minted chief executive officer,
Bradley T. Funkhouser, as the bus-loving transit nerd that he
genuinely is.

“Viewing the world as a comic strip can soften the harsh
realities that we and those we serve face every day,”
Funkhouser often says, sparking a whole series of hilarious
Brad on the Bus episodes. Running a public transportation
service and removing transportation barriers is serious
business, after all. "It takes dedicated people with heart to
meet the needs of the populations we serve, and it helps to find
humor and silver linings in our daily lives."

Seven years and thousands of little blue Facebook thumbs later,
the pages of this inaugural special issue features a handful of
Brad on the Bus comic strips, bringing to life our leading man'’s
cartoon world — complete with kabooms,
ker-plops and thwacks. Brad on the Bus
helps everyone prioritize humor, take

life a little less seriously and appreciate
more deeply the people we interact with
every day.
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THe
NAME'S
BRAP

ANP, LIKE MANY OTHER
CEOS, T OWE MY LIFE TO
A PARTICULAR FPASSION!

FOR OTHERS,
ARTS AND
CULTURE

FOR SOME,
IT'S SPORTS

FOR SOME, IT'S-
WELL, IT's...MORE
0BSCURE!

MORNING, BRAP!
WHERE T07?

BUT FOR
MEe?

WELL, IF MY
INTERESTS AREN'T
CLEAR FROM THE
TITLE, YOU HAVE A
WHOLE BOOK TO
A\ FIGURE IT OUT!




WE’'RE FINALLY HERE!
I'M S0 EXCITEP!

AA

THE PARK POESN'T LOOK
SUPER CROWPED BEYOND A
FEW TOUR &ROUPS.

EVEN THOUGH THE OH NO, YOU BOUGHT
TICKET WAS EXPENSIVE, A TICKETZ!
I'M 6LAP I CAME!

WELL, WHEN YOU sAIP We
WERE &OING HERE, T
FIGUREP THE SUMMER
MEMORIES WOULP TOTALLY
MAKE IT WORTH IT.

I sAIP We WERE &O0ING
TO THE AMUSEMENT PARK,
NOT &0ING INSIPE IT!

BRAP JUST WANTED
T4 CHECK OUT THE
PIFFERENT TOUR oH YEAH, THIS
&ROUP BUSES IN THE WAS £0 WORTH
PARKING LOT! e THREE

HOUR PRIVE!




@ BRAP ON THE BUS Il \ 4




TITLES

@IBRAPIONATHEIBUS

UHH, ACTUALLY,
I'M GONNA HAVE TO
TAKE A RAINCHECK!

I THOUGHT You
sAlpP “BUS BABY”

SORRY, I

THOUGHT You
SAID "FAST ANP
FURY-BUS”

I'M GONNA TAKE
A RAINCHECK

IT's NOT
THE SAME!

I MEAN,
THERE ARE
VEHICLES IN
THIS ONE...

"CATA-BLANC A2

THAT'S CRAZY,
BRAP! BUT! BEFORE YOU TAKE
ANOTHER RAINCHECK,

CAN I SUGGEST ONE
MORE MOVIEZ

SOREY, I
THOUGHT YOU

HMM... "GHOSTBUSTERS”
1S PIFFERENT THAN I
THOUGHT IT WOULP BE.

YOU UP FOR WATCHING THE
SEQUEL AFTER THISZ




DETECTIVE

CRIME HAS BEEN
COMMITTEP

fgm THE BUS
A HEINOUS
TONIGHT... / W J /

-.RIGHT UNPER
THE BUS
PRIVER’S NOSE.

80, FESS UP’ WHO
HERE STOLE MY

BELOVEP JACKET!?

/\m?

4 ANP I FINP IT HIGHLY
LIKELY THAT ONE OF YOU
KNOWS SOMETHING ABOUT

THE INCIPENT.

I MEAN..THE BUS Y
ISN'T THAT BIG&.

PLEASE, JUST TELL ME! OTHERWISE,
THE ONLY CLOTHING I HAVE BEFORE
WASH PAY |5 THIS GOOFY GETUP!
HOUNPSTOOTH JUST ISN'T MY THING...




THAT BUS PRIVER | f OH NO THIS ISN'T A
LOSTUME |15 sweeT! 4 COSTUME. I JUST 60T
HEY MAN, HAPPY TiC AT TENTION TG OFF WORK! T'M GONNA
HALLOWEEN! DETALL 16 ToP-NoTeH! J\ CHANGE AT THE PARTY.

Yo! I'M 50
REAPY FOR THIS
COSTUME PARTY!

@ BRAD.ON THE BUS

WHAT ARE YOU
supposep Toeez J /

HI &UYS!

IT'6 NOT 0BVIOUSZ I'M THE YQU LIKE MY
GUY WHO ALWAYS MISSES His COSTUMEZ
STOF, S0 HE'S &OT THE TRANSIT
APP OPEN AND ALL THAT.

UH, OKAY.
WHERE'S
BRADP?

J/ HE TEXTEP He
WAS WITH YOU...




CONVENTION

ALRIGHT GANG, , :
WE'RE ALMOST AT IILgNL_\r il:;:;e
THE LOCAL BUS

SURE YOU'RE
CONVENTION! ALL PREPARED.

TO BE HONEST, WHEN HE SAIp
T Bie conventid  BUS CON' T THOUGHT HE WAS
S B JOKING, 50 T AGREED TO

SURE YOU HAVE A MaP COME WITHOUT THINKING.

REALLY?Z I WAS JUST
SURPRISEP HE ISN'T RUNNING
THE WHOLE CON HIMSE|

&

AND BRAD, ’
CEMIND LS tow L A WHOLE FOUR PAYS! COME ON,

LET’S HIT THE PANEL ON SITTING

LOMS THic coN VERSUS STANPING FIRST!

1S AGAINZ

LOJK ON THE

AT LEAST WE
PON’T HAVE TO PAY
= FOR PARKING.

BRIGHT sIPE...
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coMic STRIP

WHAT
HAFPPENEP
IN HEREZ

...MAYBE WE SHOULP
TRY PLAN B. couLp
YOU PUT THIS ONZ

WELL...T HEARP COMIC
STRIPS ABOUT ORANGE CATS
ARE PRETTY POPULAR, BUT...




BE THE MONTAGE
IN THE MIPPLE,

FOR ME, THE
BEST SCENE WAS
WHEN SHE
REALIZEP IT WAS
ALL A PREAM.

HMM, NO, IT HAS TO

THERE'S
WHERE YOU'RE
BOTH WRONG,
FELLAS!

THE BEST SCENE IN ANY
MOVIE IS WHEN THE HERO
1S LOOKING FORLORNLY
QUT OF A BUS WINPOW!

AUGH! JUST THINKING

GOSH, T'P LIKE TO
MEET THE GENIUS
PIRECTOR WHO CAME
UP WITH THAT ONE!

ANP IT'S ALWAYS

SUCH A SUSPENSEFUL

SCENE, TOO.

SUSPENSE?
HOW 502

WELL, THE CHARACTER IS
S0 BUSY BROOPING, YOU
NEVER KNOW IF THEY'RE

GOING TO MISS THEIR STOP!

ABOUT IT! I'M ALWAYS

YELLING AT THe
SCREEN FOR THEM TO
OPEN THE TRANSIT APP
OR SOMETHING!
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BRAP! THIS IS SUPPOSED
TO BE HIGH FANTASY.

NOTHING MORE | ol
FANTASTIC THAN




I HEARP HE LOST HIS FIRST LOVE
T0 BAP PUBLIC TRANSIT ANP
SWARE TO RIGHT ALL ITS WRONGS!

I HEARP HE COMES FROM
A LONG LINE OF PUBLIC
TRANSIT ROYALTY!

MY BUS NEVER CAME,
w9 50 I’LL HAVE TO TAKE
B\ A RAINCHECK!
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APVENTURES? OH! T
ACCIPENTALLY 60T ON THE 31
INSTEAP OF THE 3Z BUS
YESTERPAY! CRAZY, RIGHT?

NQ WAY... HAVE YOU HAP
ANY APVENTURES LIKE
THAT RECENTLY, BRAP?Z

WELL, T HEARP HE
SPENPS HIS SUMMERS
TAMING WILP BUSES IN A
SANCTUARY HE FOUNPEP!
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WELCOME
ABOARD,
THANKS! IT's
BEEN A WHILE
SINCE I'VE RIPPEN
ONE OF THE
LONGER BUSES.

WELCOME
ABOARP, BRAP!

...eVEN
LONGER THAN
I REMEMBER.

MY PREAMS
HAVE BEEN S0
WEIRP SINCE T

ROPE THAT

MERRY-&0-

ROUNP!




MAYBE ART JUST
ISN'T FOR ME!

UGH, IT'6 NO &00P!

WHAT ARE YOU
STRUGGLING WITH?Z

I'M JUST NOT
SEEING MUCH
IMPROVEMENT.

WELL, THESE AREN'T BAP, BUT WHAT
ABOUT SKETCHING SOMETHING YOU'RE
REALLY PASSIONATE ABOUT?Z?

I'Ve TRIED,

...IT JUST POESN'T CAPTURE THE
BEAUTY OF THE REAL THING.

PRETTY AMATEUR, El&ir?/




COMING SOON |

BRAP ON THE BUS
ISSUE Z ARRIVES

sepTemBer 2025/
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

LORA ROOT is a midwestern comics person, graduate

of Michigan State University and former student of the
university's Comic Book and Graphic Novel Studies program.
They have been writing and illustrating the Brad on the Bus
comic series since their time as a student, and are responsible
for many other published indie comic crimes such as Hamlet is
Okay and their ongoing fantasy series, Mercy Justice Peaches.
You can find them online everywhere under the Lemonbrows
username, but for art and updates, your best bets are Bluesky,
Tumblr and lemonbrows.com.



@BradontheBus

cata.org/BradontheBus



